
“The Yellow Wallpaper” Questions for Analysis 

1. How would you describe the story's setting? 

 

2. How and why is the setting significant? 

 

3. How would you describe the narrator's husband? 

 

4. What is the narrator's style of writing? What is her tone? 

 

5. What does the narrator believe would be the best cure for her? 

 

6. How does this contrast with what her husband and brother say?  

 

7. How does Gilman's vision of work compare to the roles of the mother in the "Light of the 
Home" image and the representation of "keeping house" in the "I Can't Keep House without It" 
(1918) advertisement? 
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8. What is the narrative style of this story? What is the effect of this journal style narrative in 
developing the main character? 

 

 

9. How does it influence how the reader understands the main character? 

 

10. How does the narration mimic the narrator's mental state? 

 

 

11. Point out digressions and discuss why the narrator might digress during her account. An 
1867 Godey's quote from the "Motherhood" says, “About every true mother there is a sanctity 
of martyrdom- and when she is no more in the body, her children see her with the ring of light 
around her head.". Compare this description to the narrator's role of mother. 

 

 

12. What does the following passage suggest about the relationship between the narrator and 
her husband? 

 
 "And dear John gathered me up in his arms, and just carried me upstairs and laid 
me on the bed, and sat by me and read to me till it tired my head." 

 

 

 

13. How would you characterize the narrator? 

 

14. How would you characterize the husband? 
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15. What is the significance of the woman behind the yellow wall-paper? 

 

 

16. To aid discussion for the above question, compare the narrator's feelings about the wall-
paper to the tone and message of the 1890 cartoon, For the benefit of the girl about to 
graduate. 

 

 

 

 

17. How would you describe the narrator's mental state in Section 6? (“I'm feeling ever so much 
better! . . . round and round and round -- it makes me dizzy!”) 

 

18. How has she changed? 

 

19. What is her tone at this point in the story? 
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20. What do you notice about the narrator's diction in Sections 5-9? (“Life is very much more 
exciting now than it used to be. . . . John and Jennie are secretly affected by it.”) 

 

 

21. How does the narration change? 

 

22. What does the narrator mean by, "I got out at last?" 

 

23. What does the ending of this story suggest about the woman behind the wall-paper? 

 

24. How are this woman and the wall-paper itself symbolic? 

 

25. Discuss the metaphor of the window in relationship to "getting out." 

 


