
The Village: 
A Dystopian Interpretation 

 
Answer the following questions on your own paper. 

 

1. How does The Village exhibit characteristics of a dystopian society? Explain 
as many examples as you can. 

2. In The Village, who is in charge? How are these people treated by others in 
the village? How are these leaders characteristic of dystopian leaders? 

3. Since The Village is part of our dystopian fiction unit, can you draw any 
parallels between the film and other stories we’ve read? Explain.  

4. Are there any characters in The Village who are similar to other dystopian 
characters we have read about or that you know about from other things 
you have read or watched? Explain. 

5. What decision do the elders make at the end of the film? How do you 
know? Do you think this decision is the right thing to do? Explain your 
reasoning. 

6. What color symbolism is present in the film? Explain. Why is this 
significant? 

7. The Elders tell the other villagers that they could not enter Covington 
Woods because of a treaty with “those we do not speak of”. Why do the 
villagers believe the Elders? Are there any characters who begin to doubt 
the Elders or the laws of the village? Explain. 

8. In the final scene of the film, an unnamed villager reports that Ivy had been 
attacked by one of the Creatures in the woods and that she killed it. How 
do the Elders react? What information do they have that the other villagers 
do not? 

9. The villagers suffer many tragedies and hardships throughout the film. To 
what do you attribute (who or what do you blame) for these tragedies? 
Explain. 

10. Even though the Elders created the village in order to live lives free from 
crime and violence, it seems that there is ultimately no escape from these 
entities. How do you feel about the Elders’ purpose in creating the village? 
Was it noble, or selfish? Explain. 

11. What seem to be the prevalent themes in The Village? Choose two and 
explain how they connect to our society. 

12. Choose one character from the film and complete a miniature character 
analysis: What does this person love the most? What motivates this 
person? What are this person’s main beliefs about life? What are this 
person’s conflicts? Etc. 


