Sentence Structure and Variety: Model Texts

Using alternating colors of highlighters, color code the paragraphs below. The first paragraph is done for you as an example. Once you have finished, consider the sentence variety used by each author. How do sentence structure and sentence variety affect a reader’s perception of a text? How do sentence structure and sentence variety create meaning in a text?


[bookmark: _GoBack]“You can hear them coming from blocks away, a low thrum like the plucking of a bass string. As they grow closer it becomes a buzz in your inner ear, like hornets building a nest in your brain. By the time they reach your street, when they are right outside your window, the sound is unbearable: a rogue wave of moans and shrieks that rises higher and higher into a great crescendo of terror, the stuff of nightmares. You can’t sleep through it. There is no pillow in the world big enough to block out their howls. Just pull the blankets up over your head and wait for them to pass. They will. They always do.” Undertow, p. 1. 

_______________________


“Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, which has turned my life into one long night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed. Never shall I forget that smoke. Never shall I forget the little faces of the children, whose bodies I saw turned into wreaths of smoke beneath a silent blue sky. Never shall I forget those flames which consumed my faith forever. Never shall I forget that nocturnal silence which deprived me, for all eternity, of the desire to live. Never shall I forget those moments which murdered my God and my soul and turned my dreams to dust. Never shall I forget these things, even if I am condemned to live as long as God Himself. Never.”

Night, p. 22.

_______________________


“The amateur waves were silent; the emergency communication satellites hummed an empty tune; even the military aviation channels were mute. It was as if there were no radio transmitters left in the world, or perhaps no souls to use them. He kept scanning. There was nothing. Only static. He told himself it was a glitch. A storm. He would try again tomorrow.” Good Morning, Midnight, p. 13. 

_______________________

“This was to bore people and calm them down and put them into a state of impatience to leave--leave quietly.” News of the World, p. 3.
