SOUTHWESTERN HIGH SCHOOL SYLLABUS

2017-2018
	Course: Honors Composition and Rhetoric

	Instructor: Joey Littrell

	Planning Period/Time:  3rd block –   11:00-12:25 pm

	Email:  joey.littrell@pulaski.kyschools.us   Website/Resources:  http://littrellwritingproject.weebly.com/

	Phone: 606-678-9000 ext. 2740


	Course Description:

Core content is covered as students read, respond to, and interpret a variety of literary genres and continue their study of grammar and usage and the writing process, reinforcing their writing and speaking skills in addressing a variety of audiences and purposes.  Students will demonstrate a broad understanding of literary techniques through explanation, discussion, interpretation, written response, and standardized tests.  Students apply information appropriately to solve problems, analyze situations, draw conclusions, identify arguments, and/or formulate opinion.  Students locate, analyze, and apply information for a realistic purpose.  Students make, confirm, or revise predictions.



	Goals and Learning Outcomes:

Students will analyze various texts for literary elements (authorial purpose, tone, mood, imagery, grammatical structure, etc.) through annotation, journaling, and various other techniques. Students will learn to apply literary elements to their own writing in the form of a short story, comparative essay, and persuasive article.

	Required Readings:

Glencoe Literature: The Reader’s Choice, 5th Course; Glencoe Writer’s Choice, 5th Course; Kaplan Foundations books; various supplementary materials may include but are not limited to Night by Elie Wiesel, 1984 by George Orwell, Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, Anthem by Ayn Rand, and numerous newspaper and journal articles.


	Course Requirements:  The class set-up is primarily a workshop format focusing on communication through writing, reading, and public speaking. Participation and academic honesty in all assignments are expected. Completion of a writing piece for this class by the end of the trimester is required for receiving credit in this course. Plagiarism (claiming someone else’s work as your own) will not be tolerated. Any material taken from another source must be cited and quoted. Plagiarism is illegal. It will result in an automatic zero for the assignment plagiarized.
Grading Policies: 
· Writing-40%

· Reading Activities-40%

· Critical Analysis (Critical Thinking Projects)-20%

 Late work will be accepted at the teacher’s discretion; work submitted for unexcused absences will receive no credit until the absence is excused, as per school and district policy.  Exceptions: if you have been assigned homework or writing assignments prior to your absence, then that assignment is due upon your return.  
Late work will NOT be accepted the five school days before grades are due to be posted. No amount of threatening or begging will change this!
To Avoid Late Work:

If you do not understand an assignment, check with me either at school or email me at home, making sure that you reach me far enough in advance that you will have time to finish the assignment. Saying “I didn’t understand” will not excuse any assignment you fail to submit. If you are having personal difficulties apart from class, you need to come talk to me before an assigned due date so that we can make arrangements for you. Each day an assignment is late, I will subtract 10% from the grade. Important: Always have an extra copy of your paper in your folder. I try to be very careful about keeping track of student work in particular, but on occasion something is mislaid, stuck in the wrong class, or “borrowed” from my desk by a well-intentioned individual. Keeping a hard copy is your insurance against mayhem. 
Furthermore, extra-curricular activities are just that—EXTRA.  That is, it is in addition to your curriculum, not in place of it.  Therefore, the five days that you are allowed on an excused absence does NOT apply to an activity absence. If you are absent on the day of a quiz or test, then the quiz or test must be made up the day that you return. Unexcused absences mean that you will not receive the opportunity to make up the work and that assignment will be recorded as a zero until the absence is excused. Poor attendance and tardiness will result in a lower grade because if you are not in class or actively participating in activities, you will not learn the skills you need in order to succeed in the course.
***When submitting any assignment for grading, please only use pencil, or blue or black ink. My vision is not so good, and I cannot see bright colors of ink—it would not be good for your grade if I could not see your work. ***

Procedures:  *Enter class with a positive attitude and be prepared to learn.

*As you enter the room, begin work on the bellringer activity.

*All backpacks, purses, and jackets MUST be placed under your desk and should remain there for the entire length of the class period.

*Always bring a book to class to read whenever you have finished your assignment. 

	Course Policies and Academic Integrity
*You will have 5 days to make up any missed class work.

*You are expected to adhere to all policies and procedures outlined in the student handbook.

*You will be expected to respect others and yourself.

*You will be expected to remain quiet in the halls when we travel to/from the library or other   areas in the building—remember, learning is taking place in those other classrooms, too.

Academic Integrity: All work you submit for this class should be your own; it may be subject to evaluation for plagiarism if the teacher suspects it is not your own work. If plagiarism is detected, the teacher will send a copy of your work along with the original source highlighting plagiarized portions to administration and, per Southwestern High School Code of Conduct policy, you will receive zero credit for assignment (which also means you CANNOT make it up or redo it) and your parents will be contacted. 



	Assessment and Grading

The instructor will determine 80% of the student’s final trimester grade; the comprehensive final exam will determine the remaining 20% of the final trimester grade.

Grading Scale:

100%-90%

89%-80%

79%-70%

69%-60%

59%-0%

A

B

C

D

F



	Intervention Plan:  Students who do not complete an assignment will be expected to go to the assigned English classroom as soon as they arrive at school in order to make up the work.  Students who have a cumulative grade under 65% will come to the assigned English room when they arrive at school for one-on-one instruction.  These students will also help create an individual study plan which will specifically target areas of weakness for remediation.  Students will be given an opportunity to stay after school for one-on-one tutoring, and may complete various skill-building exercises in order to help them understand the material being taught in class. Help is always available: failure to ask is no excuse.


	Gifted and Talented Instructional Plan: Students identified as gifted and talented in English will be expected to perform at a higher level of proficiency.  These students will be offered independent study opportunities which will focus on students’ individual strengths and weaknesses.  These independent assignments will enhance skills being taught in class, and will in some cases replace the whole-class assignments if students already demonstrate proficiency in that area.


	Classroom Mission/Personal Statement:  I would like to welcome you to “your” English classroom.  We are all going to be participants in this journey of knowledge as we become prepared to move forward through the levels of thinking to a place where we can use our brainpower to draw connections, discuss problems, and create solutions.  Each day I expect you to do the following:

· Think outside of the box.

· Be prepared to be involved in the learning and to be ready to sometimes make mistakes, but to learn from the mistakes.

· Be able to communicate what you have learned to others.

It is all about the learning in our classroom, and I want you to feel free to work, think, and share.




	Course Outline:

Weeks One-Four:

Grammar and Writing
· course introduction

· daily workshops
· mini-lessons focused on punctuation, grammar, writing
· Reading, Writing, Grammar, Vocabulary, and Analyzing Skills Workshops/Test Prep

· basic parts of speech
· Silent-Sustained reading
· Daily Journal Writings

· MAP Testing

Week Five:

Nonfiction/Biographical
· introduction to the genre
· dialectical journals

· Daily Journal Writings
· introduction to Night and the Holocaust
· read and discuss Night
· Silent Sustained Reading 
· various writing activities and formative assessments
Week Six:

Nonfiction/Biographical
· introduction to the genre
· dialectical journals

· Daily Journal Writings
· introduction to Night and the Holocaust

· read and discuss Night
· Silent Sustained Reading 
· various writing activities and formative assessments
Week Seven:

Speeches and Persuasion
· daily workshops
· introduction to rhetoric 
· read and discuss various historical speeches 

· “Declaration of Independence”

· Patrick Henry’s “Speech to the Second Virginia Convention
· analysis of rhetorical devices
· annotating texts
· Silent Sustained Reading 

· Daily Journal Writings
Week Eight:

Speeches and Persuasion
· daily workshops
· read and discuss various historical speeches 

· Ronald Reagan’s “Brandenburg Gate” speech

· John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address

· Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”
· write rhetorical analysis (on-demand practice)
· annotating texts
· Silent Sustained Reading 

· Daily Journal Writings
Week Nine:

Speeches and Persuasion
· daily workshops
· read and discuss various persuasive and informative essays 

· analysis of rhetorical and grammatical devices

· annotating texts
· Silent Sustained Reading 

· Daily Journal Writings
· Impromptu speeches
· choose a topic and take a side (persuasive speech)
Week Ten:
Speeches and Persuasion
· daily workshops
· read and discuss various persuasive and informative essays 

· analysis of T.V. ads, bias, and editorials

· annotating texts
· Silent Sustained Reading 

· Daily Journal Writings
· write, edit, and present speeches
Week Eleven:
· review key literary terms

· practice analytical techniques

· daily workshops
· Daily Journal Writings
Week Twelve:
· review key literary terms

· practice analytical techniques

· daily workshops
· Daily Journal Writings
In his poem To a Mouse, Robert Burns writes, “The best laid schemes o’ mice an men/ Gang aft agley…” In other words, the best plans “go often awry.” Know that this calendar of events is at the mercy of Mother Nature, school event scheduling, serendipitous teachable moments, teen trauma, or any other unforeseen experience, thus being subject to change and adjustment as deemed necessary throughout the year, at the discretion of the instructor.


2017-2018 Syllabus Form
Please sign this form after you have read through the syllabus with your student. 


I, ___________________________, the parent/guardian of _____________________________, have read the 2016-2017 syllabus for Composition, and agree that my child will be held responsible for its contents. Furthermore, I understand that the instructor reserves the right to change its contents based upon student needs, school scheduling, illness, inclement weather, or other unforeseen circumstances.

_____________________________________                     ____________________

                (Parent/Guardian Signature)  


   
 (Date)

_____________________________________
           _____________________


    (Student Signature)





 (Date)

____________________________________________________________________________________

Passive Consent Electronic Viewing Agreement

During the course of the trimester, students may be studying material which could be enhanced by video content. These videos, audio recordings, etc. would be chosen by the instructor for the purpose of enhancing curriculum and improving student learning. No videos with a rating of “R” would be included in this.

If you DO NOT agree to allow your child to view this electronic content, please sign below. If you choose not to allow your child to view the material, your child will be removed from the classroom during viewing and given an alternate supporting assignment. Return this form ONLY if you do not want your child to have access to video content in the classroom. You may always contact the instructor by phone or email if you have questions.

I, _____________________________, DO NOT agree to allow my child, _______________________, to have classroom access to educationally appropriate audio and video material.

__________________________(Date)

______________________________________________________________________________

Student Recognition of Enrollment in Honors Course 

As honors students begin to further their high school career, their course load, rigor of curriculum, and course expectations begin to increase. I want to remind you that as an honors student, you are held responsible for your actions in the classroom both academically and behaviorally. As your teacher, I want to see you not only succeed, but flourish, mature, and grow throughout this trimester, throughout this year, and throughout the rest of your journey in high school. In addition, as sophomores you are expected to have learned from your first year of high school and should begin your second year with experience, responsibility, and awareness. If you understand that you are responsible for your course load in Composition, and understand that the bar is set higher for you as an honors student and that you are responsible for completing your work and turning it in on time, asking questions when you don’t understand, and getting and making up your work in a timely fashion when absent, then please sign showing your agreement below.

Signature: ______________________            Date: _____________
