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Diction Analysis of Elie Wiesel’s Night
¹Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, which has turned my life into one long night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed. ²Never shall I forget that smoke. ³Never shall I forget the little faces of the children, whose bodies I saw turned into wreaths of smoke beneath a silent blue sky. 
Never shall I forget those flames which consumed my faith forever. 
Never shall I forget that nocturnal silence which deprived me, for all eternity, of the desire to live. 
Never shall I forget those moments which murdered my God and my soul and turned my dreams to dust. 
Never shall I forget these things, even if I am condemned to live as long as God Himself. 
Never.
1. Circle and list the words that are repeated in this passage.______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. What effect does this repetition have on the meaning of the passage? ____________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. How would the passage be different if Wiesel had chosen to use several different synonyms for “never” instead of repeating it? Explain. __________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. In sentence number 6, Wiesel joins the dependent clauses with the conjunction “and” rather than using commas. 

Never shall I forget those moments which murdered my God and my soul and turned my 
dreams to dust.
What effect does this have on the meaning of the sentence? How would the sentence be different had he used commas instead? Explain. ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does Wiesel mean when he says in sentence 1, “which has turned my life into one long night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed”? How does Wiesel’s word choice help convey this meaning? __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How does Wiesel’s use of various types of sentences enhance the passage? _______________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Wiesel utilizes figurative language in this passage in order to help readers comprehend how this experience impacted his faith and changed his life. Explain several examples of figurative language (metaphor, simile, personification, etc.) that Wiesel uses in this passage; be sure to describe how each example illustrates the consequences of this experience. _________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wiesel, Elie. Night. Trans. Stella Rodway. New York: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2000. 22.
� 


� 


� 


� 


� 





